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She is a slim, neat woman, 37 
years old, with light gray eyes and a 
rather self-effacing manner. She is 
married to the owner of a sewing 
machine store and lives with her 
family on a farm not far from 
Dallas. 

On Nov. 22, 1963, she was 
watching television at the home of 
a friend in Dallas when “everything 
went blurry” on the screen and it 
was announced that President Ken- 
nedy had been shot from ambush. 

Her friend, Ruth Taine, had to 
tell her what was happening be- 
cause her grasp of English was not 
adequate to absorb the fast-break- 
ing news, so it was some minutes 
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before she learned that she shots 
had apparently come from the 
Texas School Book Depository 
Building. 

“Well, for an instant my heart 
kind of stopped . . . The blood was 
rushing to my face ... I went 
outsdie because I was afraid my 
face would betray me ... It crossed 
my mind that I hoped it wasn't. 
Lee," she recalled. 

Thus yesterday did Marina Pru- 
sakova Oswald recall the first mo- 
ment that she suspected her hus- 
band had murdered the president 
of the United States. At the time of 
the murder, she was 22, half way 
around the world from her native 
land, the Soviet Union, and had 
borne two children in as many 
years. 

Forty-eight hours after Presi- 
dent Kennedy died, her husband, 
too, was murdered without ever 
telling his side of the story. 

Yesterday the House Select 
Committee on Assassinations 
pressed his widow, now Mrs. Ken- 
neth Porter, about the man she was 
married to for little over three 
years before the President was 
murdered. 

There were no major contra- 


dictions in her testimony; no star- 
tling disclosures. It was the story of 
a young woman who followed the 
man she had married to a complete- 
ly alien world and then who 
watches, rather helpless, as his 
emotional stability disintegrates. 

The Oswald she was first mar- 
ried to, she said, “would lose his 
temper a few times, but he was 
pretty good at controlling it.” But 
the Oswald of late 1962 and 1963, 
she recalled, was a man who had 
become “increasingly withdrawn, 
often sitting in a closet fteting 
secretively in a notebook or stand- 
ing on a darkened porch practice 
aiming a rifle she had bought. 

Indeed the rifle came to be a 
barrier in their lives, she said. 

She told how Oswald would 
hide the gun under a long black 
raincoat and go off, he told her, to 
target practice at some undisclosed 
location. She said that in March, 
1963, it was Oswald who forced her 
to take the now-famous photo- 
graphs of him holding a rifle with a 
pistol strapped to his hip and 
waving leftist newspapers. 

The photo was taken a month 
before her husband tried to shoot 
former Major General Edwin Walk- 
er who was at that time a promi- 
nent and outspoken anti-commu- 
nist and segregationalist. 


After Oswald told her on April 
10, 1963, that he had been the one 
who attempted to murder Walker, 
she now realizes she should have 
reported it to the police, but she 
didn't. “Whatever sense of loyalty 
was in me” had kept her from that. 

The only move she made, she 
said, had been to compel her 
husband to promise he would not 
try to kill Walker again and later 
during a violent argument she had 
locked him in a bathroom to 
prevent him from going down to 
see Vice President Richard Nixon 
because she was afraid that he 
might be gunning for Nixon, too. 

But as the days passed, she 
said, she too became frightened of 
Lee Oswald and felt afraid to 
oppose him or to get rid of his rifle 
and pistol. 

From the day that President 
Kennedy was murdered Marina 
Oswald has been at the center of a 
swirl of conspiracy theories and 
suspicions. But the woman who 
came before the House committee 
yesterday seemed an unlikely prin- 
cipal in such intrigues. 

During the SYa hours of testi- 
mony, it was clear that for Mrs. 
Porter these were simply unwel- 
come memories and testifying was 
an unpleasant task. On several 
occasions she said she could not 
recall matters that she had recount- 
ed earlier in a book several years 
ago, or before the Warren Commis- 
sion or during the conspiracy trial 
of Clay Shaw in New Orleans in 
1969. 

She admitted under question- 
ing yesterday that because of what 
she called “brutal” pressure by FBI 
agents who questioned her after 
the assassination she had deliber- 
ately lied in some instances, but she 
said that what she was saying now 
or what she had said in her book 
was the truth. 

She was, as the committee 
introduced her yesterday, the per- 
son who knew Lee Harvey Oswald 
best in the days before President 
Kennedy died. But she could not 
answer for the congressmen the 
crucial question when it was put to 
her: Could Oswald have killed the 
President?” I don't think I am 
qualified to give an opinion ” said 
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